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La Jonquiere, the Governor at Quebec, that he hoped to take up the plans of his father. The Governor's reply was that he had appointed another officer, Legardeur de Saint-Pierre, to lead in the search for the Western Sea. Frangois hurried to Quebec. The Governor met him with a bland face and seemed friendly. Frangois urged that he and his brothers claimed no preeminence and that they were ready to serve under the orders of Saint-Pierre. The Governor was hesitant; but at last told Frangois frankly that the new leader desired no help either from him or from his brothers. Frangois was dismayed. He and his brothers were in debt. Already he had sent on stores and men to the West and the men were likely to starve if not followed by provisions. His chief property was in the West in the form of goods which would be plundered without his guardianship. To tide over the immediate future he sold the one small piece of land in Montreal which he had inherited from his father and threw this slight sop to his urgent creditors.
Saint-Pierre, strong in his right of monopoly, insisted that the brothers should not even return to the West. Frangois urged that to go was a matter of life and death. In some way he secured